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Do you not ice feed 

dropping out  of your  horseÕs mout h whi le 
heÕs eat i ng?  Or per haps when r iding do 
you exper ience resistance or head 
tossing?  Both of these can be si gns that  
your  horse requi res dent al  care.   
The aver age horse has 12 i ncisors or f ront  
teeth, 12 premolars and 12 molars 
( together  often refer red to as the cheek 
teeth) .   Four  canine teeth, located 
bet ween t he incisors and premolars, are 
commonl y seen in stal l ions and geldi ngs 
(and the occasional mare) .  Most horses 
are also born wi t h between one and four  
ÒWolf teet h.Ó  These are smal l  sharp teeth 
whi ch si t j ust in f ront of t he lar ge 
premolars and are best removed at  a 
young age.     
Unl ike people, but  much l i ke beavers, a 
horseÕs teeth er upt  cont i nual l y 
t hroughout t hei r  l i fe.   The growt h and 
wear and tear  cause sharp ÒpointsÓ to 
develop on the inside of the lower teeth 
and the outside of the upper teeth.  These 
points create ulcers in t he mout h and 
cause pain when pressure is appl ied 
t hrough a bi t or  hackamore.    
Misal i gn ments can cause hooks to for m 
on the f ront  or back cheek teeth or waves 
along the chewing sur faces. 

 
Example of a wave mouth  

 Al l  of these problems not onl y i nter fere 
wi t h chewing food, but  can also make 
per for ming di ffi cul t .  Most discipl ines ask 
for a horse to col lect onto the br idle.   
Hooks and waves cause t he upper and 
lower teet h to lock together  making 
col lect ion chal lenging.  
Incisors are often less of problem from a 
per for mance standpoint  but  have t hei r  
own share of potent i al  problems.  When 

looking di rect l y at  your  horseÕs incisors, a 
st r ai ght  l i ne should be for med where the 
upper and lower teeth meet .  Some 
problems we see are cur ves ei ther  up or  
 
 
down and slan t i ng l i nes.  These are often 
indicators of issues fur t her  back in t he 
mout h.  
We recommend at  least year l y dent al  
exams of al l  horses over  5 years of age 
and t wice year l y checks for younger 
horses.  To begin our  exam a sedat i ve is 
administered to help the horse relax.  
Next , a ful l mout h speculum wi l l be 
placed much l i ke a br idle.  The speculum 
al lows us to open t he mout h and get  a 
good look around wi t hout wor r y.  Now a 
t horough visual  exam wi l l  be done to 
ident i f y an y hooks, waves or 
abnor mal i t ies.  This also gi ves us a 
chance to get a good whi ff of your  horseÕs 
breat h.  Bad odors can signal  the presence 
of gum disease or an i nfected tooth. 
Once the exam is complete, we wi l l  
remove an y sharp points (commonl y 
known as float i ng) then cor rect  problems 
wi t h t he premolars and molars.  To do 
t his we use a Dremel ª  tool which al lows 
for faster , smoother  cor rect ions and less 
v i br at ion t han hand fi l ing.  Once we 
have finished t he heav y work wi t h t he 
power equipment , we wi l l f inish wi t h the 
hand floats.  This is l i ke using t he fine 
sandpaper before appl yi ng a finish to 
woodwork.  The ful l mout h speculum is 
now removed and t he incisors are 
examined again.  An y problems wi l l be 
t aken care of fi rst wi t h the Dremel ª  t hen 
finished wi t h the hand floats.   Your  horse 
is now ready to go chew wel l  before 
swal lowing and perfor m l i ke an Ol ympic 
star! 
Cal l us today for an evaluat ion of your  
horseÕs Pear l y Whi tes! 
 



 
Example of well floated teeth  


