Do you notice feed
dropping out of your horse@ mouth while
he@Qeating? Or perhaps when riding do
you experience resistance or head
tossing? Both of these can be signsthat
your horserequiresdental care.

The average horse has 12 incisors or front
teeth, 12 premolars and 12 molars
(together often referred to as the cheek
teeth). Four canineteeth, located
between the incisors and premolars, are
commonly seen in stallions and geldings
(and the occasional mare). Most horses
are also born with between one and four
ONolf teeth.O These are small sharp teeth
which sit just in front of the large
premolars and are best removed at a
young age.

Unlike people, but much like beavers, a
horse@teeth erupt continually
throughout their life. The growth and
wear and tear cause sharp (pointsOto
develop on theinside of the lower teeth
and the outside of the upper teeth. These
points create ulcersin the mouth and
cause pain when pressure is applied
through abit or hackamore.
Misalignments can cause hooks to form
on thefront or back cheek teeth or waves
along the chewing surfaces.
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Example of a wave mouth

All of these problems not only interfere
with chewing food, but can also make
performing difficult. Most disciplines ask
for a horseto collect onto the bridle.
Hooks and waves cause the upper and
lower teeth to lock together making
collection challenging.

Incisors are often less of problem from a
performance standpoint but have their
own share of potential problems. When
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looking directly at your horse@incisors, a
straight line should be formed where the
upper and lower teeth meet. Some
problems we see are curves either up or

down and slanting lines. These are often
indicatorsof issues further back in the
mouth.

Werecommend at least yearly dental
exams of all horsesover 5 years of age
and twice yearly checks for younger
horses. To begin our exam asedativeis
administered to help the horse relax.
Next, afull mouth speculum will be
placed much like abridle. The speculum
allows usto open the mouth and get a
good look around without worry. Now a
thorough visual exam will be doneto
identify any hooks, waves or
abnormalities. Thisalso givesusa .
chance to get a good whiff of your horse®
breath. Bad odors can signal the presence
of gum disease or an infected tooth.
Oncethe exam iscomplete, we will
remove any sharp points (commonly
known asfloating) then correct problems
with the premolars and molars. Todo
thiswe use a Dremel? tool which allows
for faster, smoother corrections and less
vibration than hand filing. Once we
have finished the heavy work with the
power equipment, we will finish with the
hand floats. Thisislike using thefine
sandpaper before applying afinish to
woodwork. Thefull mouth speculum is
now removed and theincisors are
examined again. Any problems will be
taken careof first with the Dremel? then
finished with the hand floats. Your horse
isnow ready to go chew well before
swallowing and perform like an Olympic
star!

Call us today for an evaluation of your
horse@Pearly Whites!



Example of well floated teeth



